
Arson

Ministry spokesman Vince Cholewa 
says despite the recent spate of high-
pro�le arsons in schools, including a 
�re that destroyed the hall of Hastings 
Intermediate, less and less taxpayers’ 
money is going to rebuild burned-
down schools.

Education 
Ministry 
unfazed 
by blazes
School �re stats are heading 
in the right direction, according to the Ministry of Education.

The cost of school arsons has dropped 
from $15.8 million 15 years ago to  
$1.8 million last year.

In the same period the cost of total 
fire losses in schools has dropped 
from $23.4 million to $2.1 million.

Mr Cholewa says amounts like $1.8 
million still sound like a lot of money, 
but have to be taken in context.

“We have a property portfolio of 
about $12 billion, which makes us 
one of the top Government property 
owners.”

He says two key strategies have gone 
into reducing the arson statistics: 
installation of security systems and 
liaison with local police and fire 
brigades.

In addition, many schools now 
routinely close their grounds after 
hours, the time when most arsons 
take place.

However, Auckland chief �re of�cer 
Denis O’Donoghue led a call in 
March for schools to do more to 
reduce fire damage by installing 
sprinklers.

He said some things have 
more than monetary value.

“Too many teachers, 
students, parents and 
communi t ies in  New 
Zealand are waking up to 
the raw, grey devastation 
that is a school maimed by 
�re, and they all lose special 
things, such at artwork,  that 
will never be replaced by 
insurance.”
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Arson

Hastings Intermediate 
provided a particularly 
graphic example of the 
problems schools face 
keeping out arsonists.

School’s out
Pictures: Kerry Marshall and John Cowpland.

The �re on March 1, which Hawke’s 
Bay police investigations con�rmed 
as arson, claimed the school hall, but 
the rest of the classes were spared by 
the actions of local �re�ghters, and 
children were back the next day.

The fire started at about 6.30pm, 
totally consuming the 10m x 30m 
hall within 20 minutes.

Firefighters from Napier, Hastings 
and Havelock North attended, while 
the time of day the fire occurred 
meant police were kept busy keeping 
onlookers, including Hastings 
Intermediate pupils, away from the 
action.

School principal Graham Ellis praised 
the quick work of the firefighters 
involved.
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